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the House in reply to speeches made by hon. members upon
Indian affairs.

I have some experience of the House of Commons and also
of the Prime Minister, and I can assure you that had he intended
to announce or indicate a change of policy of His Majesty's
Government he would not have fsoled to make his meaning clear,
and he would have left no room for argument regarding his
intentions. No speaker is more capable of expressing himself
lucidly and forcibly. If I had any doubt as to his meaning it
would have been removed immediately I read the account of
the debate in the House. What happened after the Prime
Minister had spoken ? Colonel Wedgwood asserted that the
Prime Minister had threatened to withdraw the Reforms. Sir
Donald Maclean, who had also heard the speech, and is opposed
to the Prime Minister and his Government, and who is one of
the leading Members of Parliament and of the Liberal party,
immediately dissented from this view and gave his interpreta-
tion of the speech, to which, as publicly reported, Mr. Lloyd
George nodded assent. Lord Winterton, the minister in charge of
Indian affairs in the House of Commons, gave a most complete
and unqualified denial to the suggestions of Colonel Wedgwood,
and here again the Prime Minister, seated on the Government
bench in the presence of the members of his Government and of
the House of Commons, made a gesture of assent, which again
was publicly reported ; so that in the presence of his colleagues
and of the assembled House the Prime Minister immediately
repudiated the intentions imputed to him.

Surely this is conclusive, and any ambiguity of language which
may have existed, ceased to have importance. But on so grave
a matter there should not be room for the faintest possibility of
doubt and, therefore, I placed myself in communication with the
Prime Minister, who authorized me to say that nothing in his
statement to the House of Commons was intended to conflict
with, or to indicate any departure from, the policy announced
in the formal declarations and His Majesty's proclamations. I
trust, therefore, that in any future observations there will be no
place for the suggestion that the speech either did mark, or was
intended to mark, a change of policy by His Majesty's
Government.

You have sought to ascertain whether there was any ground
for the fears and apprehensions that beset you and others by
reason of certain particular passages and expressions in the
Prime Minister's speech. The answer is given in plain aad